
State Oral Health InitiativesState Oral Health Initiatives
October 2007October 2007

The Office of Oral HealthThe Office of Oral Health
Kansas Department of Health Kansas Department of Health 

and Environmentand Environment



2007 Office of Oral Health 2007 Office of Oral Health 

Lead State Public Health Agency for Oral HealthLead State Public Health Agency for Oral Health

Located within the Division of Health at the Located within the Division of Health at the 
Kansas Dept of Health and EnvironmentKansas Dept of Health and Environment

Coordination of State Oral Health InitiativesCoordination of State Oral Health Initiatives



Current ProjectsCurrent Projects

Smiles Across KansasSmiles Across Kansas

Oral Health Screenings for Kansas School Oral Health Screenings for Kansas School 
ChildrenChildren

Children with Special Health Care NeedsChildren with Special Health Care Needs

Oral Health and Fluoride Varnish Oral Health and Fluoride Varnish 
Education for Medical ProfessionalsEducation for Medical Professionals

and…….and…….



20072007-- The Kansas Oral Health PlanThe Kansas Oral Health Plan



Why Does Kansas Need a State Why Does Kansas Need a State 
Oral Health Plan?Oral Health Plan?

Coordinate and Focus Coordinate and Focus 
EffortsEfforts

Develop a Game Plan Develop a Game Plan 
for the Futurefor the Future

Put Kansas in a Good Put Kansas in a Good 
Position for State and Position for State and 
Federal Funding Federal Funding 
OpportunitiesOpportunities



Development of the PlanDevelopment of the Plan

ASTDD Site Visit ASTDD Site Visit –– September 6September 6--7, 20067, 2006

State Oral Health Summit State Oral Health Summit –– February 23, 2007February 23, 2007

Additional meetings on Dental Education, Elder Additional meetings on Dental Education, Elder 
Care, and Early Childhood Oral HealthCare, and Early Childhood Oral Health



Final CategoriesFinal Categories

Dental WorkforceDental Workforce

Financing Oral Health Care for Financing Oral Health Care for 
Underserved PopulationsUnderserved Populations

Community and Public Oral Community and Public Oral 
HealthHealth

Children’s Oral HealthChildren’s Oral Health



Dental WorkforceDental Workforce

Kansas has one Kansas has one 
dentist for every dentist for every 
2,557 persons2,557 persons
Most live in one of Most live in one of 
five metro countiesfive metro counties
Over 30% of dentists Over 30% of dentists 
expect to retire in the expect to retire in the 
next ten years.next ten years.
Extended Care Extended Care 
PermitsPermits



Dental WorkforceDental Workforce

How do we recruit dental providers to How do we recruit dental providers to 
Kansas?Kansas?

How do we encourage dental providers to How do we encourage dental providers to 
practice in Western Kansas and other practice in Western Kansas and other 
underserved areas?underserved areas?

How can Kansas better utilize all dental How can Kansas better utilize all dental 
professionals to provide dental services to professionals to provide dental services to 
underserved populations?underserved populations?



Financing Financing 

38% of Kansans have 38% of Kansans have 
no dental insuranceno dental insurance
Approximately Approximately 
120,000 kids are on 120,000 kids are on 
Medicaid or Medicaid or 
HealthWaveHealthWave
Only 370 dentists filed Only 370 dentists filed 
a Medicaid claim last a Medicaid claim last 
yearyear
KS Mission of Mercy KS Mission of Mercy 



FinancingFinancing

How can we improve oral health access How can we improve oral health access 
for people without dental insurance and for people without dental insurance and 
those on Medicaid?those on Medicaid?

Can the Kansas Medicaid system be Can the Kansas Medicaid system be 
improved?improved?

How can we maximize projects that are How can we maximize projects that are 
providing charitable dental services?providing charitable dental services?



Community and Public Health Community and Public Health 

Good Oral Health is Good Oral Health is 
Essential to Overall Essential to Overall 
Good HealthGood Health

Dental Public Health Dental Public Health 
StrategiesStrategies
–– Community Water Community Water 

Fluoridation Fluoridation 

–– Reduce Tobacco UseReduce Tobacco Use

–– Fluoride Varnish, Fluoride Varnish, 
SealantsSealants



Community and Public HealthCommunity and Public Health

What is the best way to educate the What is the best way to educate the 
general public about the importance of oral general public about the importance of oral 
health?health?
Can we increase the number of Kansans Can we increase the number of Kansans 
who have community water fluoridation?who have community water fluoridation?
How do we increase the number of How do we increase the number of 
Kansas kids who receive preventive Kansas kids who receive preventive 
services such as sealants and fluoride services such as sealants and fluoride 
varnish?varnish?



Children’s Oral HealthChildren’s Oral Health

Dental Decay in Dental Decay in 
Young Children Age Young Children Age 
22--5 is on the Rise.5 is on the Rise.

Kansas has an Oral Kansas has an Oral 
Health State Health State 
Screening StatuteScreening Statute

Oral Health Education Oral Health Education 
in Schools is in Schools is 
Inconsistent.Inconsistent.



Children’s Oral HealthChildren’s Oral Health

How do we improve oral health in children How do we improve oral health in children 
under five?under five?

Can we implement a statewide oral health Can we implement a statewide oral health 
screening system for children across the screening system for children across the 
state?state?

Can we integrate oral health topics into the Can we integrate oral health topics into the 
Kansas school curriculum?Kansas school curriculum?



Lots of Questions….Lots of Questions….

State Oral Health Plan State Oral Health Plan –– Will be Released Will be Released 
November 2, 2007 at the Oral Health November 2, 2007 at the Oral Health 
Kansas Conference.Kansas Conference.

Courtyard by Marriott, Wichita at Old TownCourtyard by Marriott, Wichita at Old Town

November 1November 1--3, 20073, 2007

Register at Register at www.oralhealthkansas.orgwww.oralhealthkansas.org



Katherine WenoKatherine Weno
Director, Office of Oral HealthDirector, Office of Oral Health

1000 SW Jackson, STE 3001000 SW Jackson, STE 300
Topeka KS, 66612Topeka KS, 66612

kweno@kdhe.state.ks.uskweno@kdhe.state.ks.us


