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Membership:


Ron Whiting (Chair)

Dennis Bender, Arthritis Foundation
Claudia Blackburn, Sedgwick Cnty Health Dept.

Susan Bumsted, R.N., Breakthrough Club

Deborah Donaldson, Sedgwick Cnty Hum. Svc.
Marlene Dreiling, Guadalupe Clinic


Virginia Elliot, Methodist Health Fund 

Doren Fredrickson, M.D., KU/Sedgwick
County Health Dept.
Hoyt Hillman, Healthcare Consultant
Patti Moser, Via Christi
Allen Nelson, Project Access
Robb Rose, Wesley 

Betty Smith-Campbell, R.N. Ph.D., WSU
Overview/Purpose
· To assess, measure, and communicate the strengths, gaps, and needs relative to healthcare access in the community
· To identify and promote innovative solutions and to build partnerships to address health access needs

Goals and Desired Outcomes

Stated goals and desired outcomes of the committee include:
· A greater awareness of the uninsured in the region

· Agreed upon baseline of access measures

· Recommendations back to Visioneering about priorities for health access

· Standards for access for the uninsured and the underinsured

· A sustainable effort aimed at improving access

· New partnerships

· Increased advocacy 

· Pursuing opportunities for funding to improve access

· Identification of difficulties faced by the safety-net providers
· Holding a “Health Access Summit” community event to discuss issues and findings of the committee and to continue to raise the level of discussion of important healthcare issues in our community.

Activity / Discussion
The Committee has adopted a model for assessing access to health services which includes barriers to care, indicators of service utilization, and outcomes.  The model is being used to provide a framework for the development of a master list of potential indicators of access.  These indicators are being prioritized according to both importance and feasibility of measurement.  Examples of indicators discussed include:
Activity/Discussion: Examples of Access Indicators - Continued

· Rate of uninsured

· Number and type of primary care access points

· Unnecessary admissions due to lack of primary care
· Access to well-child visits

· Access to primary care without appointment

· Time to appointment 

· Prenatal care

· Immunization rates

· Safety net utilization

· Access and availability for mental health services

· Access and availability for dental services
The Committee has discussed and recognizes the difficulties in addressing access at the community level.  In addition to identifying measures of access, the Committee has discussed: 
· The importance of identifying key stakeholders
· The importance of the safety net to the community and to businesses
· Identifying the ways in which the community is impacted by access issues

· Identifying the actual level of interest and specific concerns in the business community for access issues
· How other communities are addressing these issues
· Highlighting local efforts aimed at improving access

Eventually it is envisioned that the Cost, Quality, and Access Committees will merge into one.   

More information on the Access and Quality committees, as well as resources regarding access and quality can be found at:  www.rcwhiting.com/access.  

Meeting Schedule
The meeting schedule is to meet on the third Friday of each month at 9:30 a.m.
